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THANK YOU LETTERS 
 
We would Just like to say a big thank you for the lovely day we had yesterday, 
The food on the train both the fish and chips and the cream tea on our return 
journey were  much appreciated. The staff from the office staff helping to 
arrange this trip behind the scenes to the volunteers at the booking office and on 
the train was excellent. We would like to thank you all and when we look back at 
the photos we will all agree what a great day it was thanks to you all.  
 
Louise and family 
 
Dear Kay, 
 
Have just returned home from a very enjoyable day out on WSR with our group 
from Wembdon Ladies.   Would just like to say a very big 'thank you', firstly to 
you for your assistance during booking;  secondly to the lovely welcome we 
received as soon as we arrived at Bishops Lydyeard from the platform staff and 
thirdly, all the hard working crew on the train itself.  They were all absolutely 
brilliant (Roy, Jill (Mrs Roy), Denise and David, in particular).  We even had a brief 
history lesson or two! They were cheerful and very efficient with assisting one of 
our group with the wheelchair and we must say the cream tea was excellent (the 
scones were HUGE).  Whether we travel again as a group, or individually, I'm sure 
I can speak for all concerned by once again offering our thanks for a very 
enjoyable trip. 
 
Kind regards, 
Lyn  
Hello 
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My name is Dawn and I just wanted to drop a quick email.email to say thank you. I 
know most people are quick to complain but slow to compliment but we 
enjoyed.our recent visit so much that I felt compelled to email. 
  
I visited the railway with my fiance and 2 children (my son who is 4 and daughter 
who is 3) on a recent holiday to Brean.  
  
We visited as my son adores Thomas the tank engine so thought he would enjoy 
it. We didn't realise we all would. My fiance used to enjoy trains and model trains 
as a child but the recent visit has reignited his passion for trains and model trains. 
So much so that he and our son now have a miniature railway set up in our spare 
room where they play for hours at a time. It is so nice to see them both bonding 
over a mutual love of trains.  
  
The staff at Bishops Lydeard where fantastic we arrived just in time to board the 
train and they were so polite and helped us to board the train at a carriage where 
there was space for us. 
  
The fantastic staffing continued throughout the journey and never failed once. 
My son and fiance were amazed at the Minehead station neither knew where to 
look first. The gift shop was fantastic and again the staff were great. We spent a 
while inspecting your trains and track in there and came away with their own 
starter set.  
  
The railway was lovely and clean well maintained and had beautiful views and 
stops along the way. 
  
I'm sorry for the long winded email but I just wanted to say a huge thank you for a 
fantastic day out and for the work the entire staff do. 
  
Many thanks 
Dawn  
  
Dear Sir 
  
We wish to let you know what a wonderful day we had yesterday aboard the 
train to celebrate my mum's 80th birthday. The staff were attentive and 
welcoming and the food was lovely. 
  
The break in Minehead was great. My mum and dad enjoyed strolling along the 
harbour before boarding the train for the return journey. 
  
The service was again excellent and we enjoyed pudding finishing with a cup of 
tea. The weather enhanced the day even further.  
  
Thank you once again. I would be grateful if you could let your staff know how 
fantastic they are and how much we appreciated it. 
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With kind regards. 
  
Andrea and Graham  

THANK YOU 

To everyone who has kept the WSR running in the last month during some of the 
most variable weather that even 30 days in Britain could come up with. Certainly 
the highest temperatures since the summer of 1976 were a major source of 
potential stress and of course in 76 we were operating over a shorter length of 
line having just begun to reopen the line. It’s a useful reminder that in four 
decades of operation the most-important asset that the West Somerset Railway 
has is the people who work on it 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE PLC BOARD  
 

It is with regret that the WSR Board has received the resignation of John Irven as 

chairman and director with immediate effect. 

John has taken this decision due to a change in personal circumstances. 

The Board would like to take this opportunity to thank John for the contribution 

he has made to the railway, since joining in 2012 and helping over Govier’s Lane 

Crossing and since becoming chairman in 2014. He has achieved a great deal of 

success in helping to deliver a more sustainable and professionally run activity 

for the 21st century with a sharper commercial and safety focus. In particular, John 

was closely involved in securing the future of the railway freehold and resolving 

the differences with the West Somerset Railway Association (WSRA). It is through 

his personal involvement that we now have good working relations with the 

WSRA and our other support groups. 

In the immediate short term, as vice-chairman, Ian Coleby will deputise for John 

until the board can elect a new chairman. 

I am sure that the whole railway will join me in thanking John for his contribution 

and wishing him well for the future. 

Ian Coleby  
Acting Chairman  
 
It is with regret that the WSR Board has accepted the resignation of Steve 
Williams as a director due to an increase in his personal workload. 
 
Steve’s time on the board has been of great value to the company.  He has 
introduced a robust planning process that is better than we have had in the past 
and given us a strategic outlook.  He has spent many hours liaising with outside 
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bodies such as the council which has paid dividends and overseen strategic 
projects such as Southern Gateway, Williton and Bishops Lydeard to Taunton 
link. These are pieces of work that few people ever see, yet consume a great 
deal of effort. Steve has been instrumental in introducing new commercial 
agreements with our support bodies which has replaced the time-expired 
arrangements that previously existed. And latterly, it was Steve who got the 
momentum behind the PDG and has turned that into an effective and respected 
body. 
 
The board would like to thank Steve for his contribution and wishes him well in 
the future. 
 
Ian Coleby 
Acting Chairman 
 
LETTER FROM COLIN HOWARD HEAD OF COMMERCIAL SERVICES 
 

As many of you will be aware, I am leaving my post as Head of Commercial 
Services with the railway on 31st July. Allowing for leave, my last day at work will 
be Friday, 14th July, which is why I am taking the opportunity to write this to you 
now. 
 
I started at the WSR as Retail Manager on 8th June 2007, being thrown in at the 
deep end with a Thomas weekend a few weeks later. I have been in my current 
post for the best part of the last three years. 
 
During my time here I have had fantastic support, particularly in the early days, 
from Judy Hall and Keith Sanders. In the last few years, I have been indebted to 
even more people; the main ones, of course, have been my immediate staff, 
Samantha White, Dave Noble, Esta Toogood, Kay Sparks, James Mills, David 
Foster, Denise Parker, plus Pam Hawkins, Steve Jervis, Frank Courtney, all the 
shop, café and buffet staff, the booking office staff, TTIs and everyone else I have 
met and had dealings with in that time. 
 
I am indebted to you all. I will leave with a heavy heart, but with fond memories 
of you all and the laughs we have had over the years. To those I irritated in that 
time – sorry, but I am passionate about what I do and it wasn’t personal. 
  
I hope to keep in touch with many of you and the GM and I are writing a second 
WSR book for Past and Present Publishing, so I may see you at the launch. 
  
Thanks for everything you have done for me and thanks to the company and the 
GM for employing me and having faith in me. 
Colin Howard 
Head of Commercial Services 
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FLYING SCOTSMAN 

A wide range of planning has been continuing for the Flying Scotsman event in 
early September (5th – 12th excluding the 8th). The timetable will be unique for 
this event, with two down morning express trains, running non-stop from Bishops 
Lydeard to Minehead, one of which will be hauled by the Flying Scotsman and 
the other by another visiting locomotive. At Minehead passengers will change 
over trains and return. This pattern enables twice as many passengers to get an 
opportunity to travel behind Flying Scotsman. The arrangement will be repeated 
in the afternoon. In addition, two other trains will be in service, one of which may 
be the DMU. This will enable us to continue to offer a service to passengers who 
wish to travel between intermediate stations, or who simply wish to travel on the 
railway but who are not particularly interested to travel behind Flying Scotsman. 

The morning express trains on Tuesday 5th will be reserved for parties of primary 
and first school children from the local area, who, as part of the railway’s 
continuing community contribution have been given tickets at a very reduced 
rate. 

Flying Scotsman will also be hauling evening trains on four evenings during its 
stay with us. The plan is that on Wednesday 6th and Monday 11th it will haul a 
fish and chip special with full bar service, whilst on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th 
it will haul the Quantock Belle offering a high-quality dining experience, in 
addition to some coaches offering a fish and chip supper. These trains will run 
from Bishops Lydeard to Blue Anchor and back. 

Planning has also involved very careful consideration of car parking and security 
arrangements, to ensure our passengers and staff have a safe and 
straightforward experience. We also want to make sure – as far as we can – that 
our neighbours are not inconvenienced by the large number of line side visitors 
that are likely to be around. (Flying Scotsman seems to have attracted a large 
number of interested observers wherever it has gone.) Discussions have been 
taking place with the police and other emergency services to make sure we have 
done all we can: additional security, highways planning, car parking and first aid 
staff are being hired in for the event. 

The Infrastructure Department have undertaken a considerable amount of work 
to ensure that the large locomotives have a safe time with us. Work has focussed 
on re-assessing bridge strength, examining rail height, reviewing the loading 
gauge, and some other matters. In each case various further work has been 
undertaken and there will be some rail replacement before September. 

Key to the success of the event will be the involvement of volunteers. 
Information is currently being circulated seeking a response about which areas 
volunteers are prepared to help. We hope that colleagues will see this as an 
opportunity to maybe have some experiences additional to the routine areas in 
which they normally work. We will do our best to accommodate all wishes! As an 
incentive some free travel is being made available on the evening special trains 
hauled by Flying Scotsman. This will be well advertised and available to 
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volunteers who have worked on the event, on a first come first served basis. We 
are also planning a barbeque and evening social event at Bishops Lydeard (in the 
specially erected visitors marquee) on the final evening (Tuesday 12th 
September) to 

which volunteers will be able to bring a limited number of guests. We are hoping 
to arrange for Flying Scotsman to be present at the barbeque for photo 
opportunities! 

Frank Courtney 

Project Manager 

SIGNAL & TELEGRAPH   (Written by Richard Harman) 

The past few weeks have been fairly quiet for the S&T department, as far as the 
day to day running of the railway is concern. This has allowed efforts to continue 
on the new accommodation and workshops on Station Farm. The various 
portakabins have been positioned adjacent to the new building providing a mess 
room and separate office for Paul Harris. The old “brick” building that used to be 
in the loco compound has also been moved to the new site and is to be used as 
an archive store. Storage racks are in place for both electrical and mechanical 
equipment and the opportunity has been taken to tidy up the racking and 
dispose of unwanted items. 
  
PERMANENT WAY  (John Jones-Bartlett & Ken Barker) 
 
Fishplate greasing continues from the Minehead end: the gang have reached WT 
station. The whole line MD-NF was walked in preparation for the gala weekend 
and we are currently averaging four to five cracked plates per week. We 
continue to have contractor support for the flailing which has reached the 
CH/WN section (also started in MD). Work was carried out on the NF/BL section 
- on-track and off-track - for the first visit of Flying Scotsman. This included 
fencing, cutting back and tamping twists between Longlands and Dene bridge.  
  
The volunteers have changed 12 sleepers between Liddymore Bridge and 
Williton Platform and 45 sleepers either side of Darby's Crossing, as well as 
coiling and replacing many wooden ferrules with plastic ones. Mileposts 176, 176 
¼ , 176 ½  and 176 ¾  between Cottisford Bridge and Bicknoller Bridge have been 
refurbished/repainted. 
 
 
  
BRUNEL HOUSE REPLACEMENT 
 
Electricity is now available on site. Water is plumbed-in but we are now waiting 
on Wessex water to make the connection to the mains (thanks to Steve Stone of 
RAMS, who kindly offered his professional expertise to plumb the site). 
Broadband Internet is imminent. The meeting room now has the furniture from 
Brunel House and is open for meetings. The surface on site is still rough, so 
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visitors should watch their step; new walking and additional parking surfaces will 
be in place over the coming month. On behalf of the IE gangs and indeed the 
Railway, I thank the RAMS team for their excellent efforts in building, fitting out 
and painting our new site, workshop and offices. It has really come together over 
the last month and is already providing a much improved base for all our teams.  
  
  
FLYING SCOTSMAN 
 
The structural gauging work is complete and two areas have been identified for 
improvement (but it is thought there are no locations where FS will make 
contact). Work continues with the bridge assessments and a second tranche of 
assessments are now planned. So far we are certain that work will be carried out 
at Avill River culvert and one or two other bridges may require a temporary 
speed restriction. The PW survey has reached just the other side of Blue Anchor 
(from NF - thanks to David Depoix and Chris Bolt for their assistance with this). So 
far we have determined work is necessary replacing some lengths of rail but 
calculations are still underway. The NF/BL section has been signed off for 
running at normal line speed. 
   
IE DEPARTMENT VACANCIES - VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
  
FINAL CALL FOR TRACK PATROLLER TRAINING 
We can now confirm the dates for the Track Patroller's training:  Wednesday 28th 
June - Friday 30th June inclusive (Friday is an optional assessment day which can 
be taken at a later date).  
  
The training is available to anyone who is able to comfortably walk up to 6 miles 
and offer at least a day per month to patrol our line for faults. An engineering 
background is not essential, but an interest and basic understanding of railway 
infrastructure will be helpful. The venue will be at Bishops Lydeard Station Farm 
Meeting Room and will start at 09:30 and finish by 16:00 each day.     
  
If you are interested in taking part, able to commit time to helping us patrol our 
line, and if you are available on the dates above, please email Rhiannon: 
training@wsrail.net - or contact the Infrastructure office for more information. 
  
FISHPLATE AND FLANGE GANG 
 
A dedicated team to change fishplates, oil plates and maintain flange oilers. This 
is a new team we would like to establish that will meet on a weekly basis. We are 
looking for a person to lead it, and staff to carry out the work. It is physical job 
which will require PTS as well as Rule P training and method training for those 
leading the group. It is likely to be a weekly team, but the working day is not yet 
determined until we have volunteers come forward. It will not be a Sunday since 
this clashes with the PW Volunteer gang. You do not necessarily need previous 
experience in Permanent Way work, but an interest in track engineering is 
helpful. 
  

mailto:training@wsrail.net
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BRIDGE MAINTENANCE TEAM 
 
We are looking for volunteers to assist contractors with clearance and general 
maintenance of our masonry arch bridges. There are 45 bridges on the line 
(larger than 6ft span) and many more culvert with masonry entrances and barrels. 
Work generally take place between November and March, but clearance work is 
carried out all year. 
  
CROSSINGS GANG 
 
Similar work to the Cutting Back gang: we are looking to set up an additional 
gang to operate on the fourth Saturday of each month. It will be based at Bishops 
Lydeard or Dunster depending on the majority coming forward. The work will 
involve cutting back around crossings for visibility, repairing fencing and gates 
and maintaining signs. Requirements: PTS, orange hv and safety boots and 
fitness to manual handle.  
  
For all posts, please contact the Infrastructure office for more details -  
01643 700400 / andrew.young@wsrail.net 
 

THE ANNUAL CLASSIC CAR RUN 

This event took place on June 4th with the participating vehicles, which this year 
were those built before 1980, travelling a scenic route between Bishops Lydeard 
and Minehead. Since its debut only three years ago the Classic Car Run has gone 
from strength to strength and attracted over 80 participants for this year’s event. 
Perhaps we will be able to reach the three figure mark in 2018? 

OPEN DAY AT WASHFORD. 

The Somerset and Dorset Railway Trust are planning to hold an Open Day at 
Washford over the weekend of September 2nd and 3rd with both 7F’s on site, 
plus of course “Kilmersdon” and the restored Coach Number 4. The Museum and 
sales counter will be open and light refreshments will be available, both on site 
and at the adjacent Washford Inn. The Autumn edition of the Trust’s magazine 
“Pines Express” will mark the 30th anniversary of the return to working life of 
53808 at Minehead in 1987 and an article by Ted Goater will compare 53808 and 
53809 working a Nottingham-Bournemouth train over the S&D in 1962. The 
magazine will appear towards the end of August. 

Meanwhile on the former routes of the S&DJR interpretation boards are 
appearing at locations in both counties. There is now one marking the site of the 
former station at Burnham-on-Sea and another is due to be unveiled on the 
platform of Midford station at 12.30 p.m. on July 29th. 

THE WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY ASSOCIATION LOCOMOTIVE RESTORATION 
FUND 

mailto:andrew.young@wsrail.net
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There is now an appeal leaflet printed and available (from the WSRA office at 
Bishops Lydeard station) as the fund-raising gets underway. The first target to be 
funded and returned to steam is the Association’s “Small Prairie” whose 
restoration is already underway at Williton, followed by “Large Prairie” 4110 which 
the plc will be working on at Minehead. The third locomotive for which the Fund 
will look to raise finance is 7821 “Ditcheat Manor” which is owned by the WSRA 
but can be seen as an exhibit in STEAM Museum at Swindon. 

To revive this trio of Swindon machines will not be a cheap exercise. To give an 
idea of some of the costs essential repairs to the cylinders are estimated at 
£12,500 and costs of firebox stays are £25 per stay. The West Somerset Railway 
Association now has an online donations page which shows how fundraising is 
progressing. 

6695 

With the GWR 56xx 0-6-2T committed to the WSR for a long term stay, fund-
raising for this locomotive has turned towards the boiler repairs. An appeal has 
been launched by the owning group with shares in the loco costing £250 each 
(which can be paid in stages) and it will also be possible to sponsor one of the 218 
small smoke tubes for £30 a tube. Anyone interested in helping the locomotive in 
this way can contact the group via locomotive6695@btinternet.com 

THE HAWKSWORTH SALOON 

Work is going ahead with promoting the Hawksworth Saloon to the Group Travel, 
Special Events and Corporate Market and a leaflet can be obtained from the 
Commercial Department at Minehead if you can think of an organisation, family, 
social club etc. which may be interested in travelling in style (maximum number 
of passengers who can use the saloon is 20). The cost of hiring the Hawksworth is 
£900, or £950 if the vehicle needs shunting between trains at Minehead. 

73082 “CAMELOT” 

The Standard 5MT 4-6-0 will be visiting the WSR for the first time as a “guest” 
during the Autumn Steam Gala. Thanks go to The Camelot Locomotive Society 
and the Bluebell Railway for making the engine available to us. There is a 
Somerset connection for the name as Cadbury Castle in the south of the county 
has been put forward as a location for Camelot in the legends of King Arthur. The 
late Sir Mortimer Wheeler led an ongoing dig in the 1960’s which found plenty of 
evidence of the hillfort’s history but, of course, no proof of the legends. 

The locomotive was built at Derby in 1955 and was one of a batch sent to the 
Southern Region, where they took Arthurian names previously carried by the N15 
class. (those 5MTs initially allocated to other regions remained nameless). 73082 
worked from Stewarts Lane locoshed until the network of lines in Kent was 
electrified in 1959 when it moved across the capital to Nine Elms. From there it 
worked on the lines towards Exeter and Weymouth In 1996 it was briefly based 
at Guildford until withdrawal. The next thirteen years were spent in Barry 
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Scrapyard from where it was purchased by its owning group. Restoration to 
working 

life took 16 years and between 1995 and 2005 73082 was a regular part of the 
Bluebell’s fleet. The most recent overhaul was completed in 2015. 

“Camelot” will be the third Standard 5MT to visit the West Somerset. Its 
predecessors were 73096 from the Mid Hants (which ran as 73052) and 73129 
from the Midland Railway Centre. 

Discounted Rover Tickets for the Autumn Steam Gala, which is planned to have 
10 steam engines in action, are on sale now via www.west-somerset-
railway.co.uk or by calling 01643 704996. 

“THE WHISTLING GHOST” 

We welcomed back this railtour from Tyseley which was headed this year by 
46233 “Duchess of Sutherland“ which brought the train as far as Bishops Lydeard. 
From there it was worked to Minehead by “Raveningham Hall” while the Stanier 
Pacific was being serviced and turned. The train was delayed on its way to the 
WSR by a problem on the mainline and there were some knock-on effects for 
WSR services. 

THE STEAM FAYRE AND VINTAGE VEHICLE RALLY 

A reminder, in case it was needed, that the Rally will take place over the first 
weekend in August at the Rally Fields near Norton Fitzwarren. Admission tickets 
can be purchased from the website www.steamrally.org.uk/b-tickets.htm. 
Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th August 2017 (10am to 5pm both days) 

Free entry for children, £12 adults, £10 seniors 

Enjoy a great day out for all the family. 

Mighty steam engines; trusty tractors; vintage cars and motorbikes; military tanks 
and displays; shire horses, go-karts & miniature railway 

Take a trip along the old Barnstaple Branch line in a ‘brake van’ hauled by a 
steam engine, or try your hand working a pump trolley along the rails. Plus lots of 
other railway exhibits. 

Large refreshment tent selling real ales & ciders. 

Enjoy arena parades; children’s entertainment; food, market and craft stalls. 

Free shuttle train service to rally site from Bishop’s Lydeard Station. 

Free parking at rally site and at Bishop’s Lydeard Station. 

http://www.steamrally.org.uk/b-tickets.htm
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SPECIAL OFFER 

Why not take an early train from Minehead (9.15am) calling at Blue Anchor, 
Watchet & Williton for a discounted price of just £25 for adults and £7.50 for 
children to include rally entry? Savings of up to £7. Book at www.west-somerset-
railway.co.uk or buy your tickets on the train. 

Details and advance rally ticket bookings – both days for the price of one at 
www.steamrally.org.uk 

A Wonderful Way to Spend a Day! 

Steam Fayre and Vintage Rally 

West Somerset Railway Association at Norton Fitzwarren railway fields, near 
Taunton, TA4 1BH 

“DINMORE MANOR” 

Number 7820 arrived for its summer stay during the first week of June and was 
promptly towed down to Minehead by D6575, soon taking up the MD1 diagram. 
It’s good to see “Dinmore” back on the West Somerset and thanks go to Dinmore 
Manor Locomotive Limited for making her available. 

WORKING WITH THE SOMERSET WILDLIFE TRUST 

The Somerset Wildlife Trust are travelling on the 26th of October for a round trip, 
leaving Bishops Lydeard at 14.35, which includes a cream tea as part of the 
package. If you would like to support the work of the Trust in this way there is a 
link to its website from the Events section of www.west-somerset-tailway.co.uk. 

“RAILWAYS AROUND EXMOOR” 

First published in 1971 “Railways Around Exmoor” was written by the late Robin 
Madge, head of the Art Department at what was then Huish’s Grammar School in 
Taunton. It was rumoured that when Robin moved to Watchet he designed a 
3mm model railway to fit in the loft of his house and then designed the house to 
fit underneath it. Probably just a schoolboy myth but an interesting idea of 
English eccentricity. 

The book has now been revised and updated by Allan Stanistreet, another 
resident of Watchet. As much as possible of the original text has been retained, 
along with the line drawings of locomotives that precede each chapter but there 
has been a lot to update, especially the sections on the Taunton-Minehead line 
and the Lynton and Barnstaple. In total ten raiways are described including two 
putative schemes that came to nought. 

The book is now a hardback and includes colour photographs. It is not a detailed 
history of the area’s railways, and is not intended to be, but as an overview it is a 
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very good buy at £9.99. It can be purchased at the WSR’s sales counters or 
telephone orders can be made by calling 01643 700387 with your card details. 

SUMMER BEER FESTIVAL 

Our friends and neighbours at Quantock Brewery, adjacent to Bishops Lydeard 
station are holding their Summer Beer Festival between July 28th and 30th. For 
anyone holding a valid WSR travel ticket Quantock Brewery are offering a free 
half pint of beer on production of it at the bar.  

STOGUMBER STATION 

To add to the usual home-made food attractions of Stogumber station during the 
Autumn Steam Gala the station hopes to have a model of the station in action 
during the event. There will be a certain degree of “modellers’ licence” but it is an 
added interest for the Gala. The station now has a good new website which 
includes the places to stay in the area and also local events in the village 
including the Village Fete and Dog Show (July 15th) and the Gumbeerfest on the 
cricket ground (July 22nd) 

WATCHET CARNIVAL 

The annual Watchet Carnival will take place on July 30th and is one of the 
biggest annual events in the old harbour town with plenty of activities, 
entertainment and places to eat and drink. The town centre is closed to traffic for 
much of the day so visiting by train is a very good option. In addition there is a 
weekly market on the Esplanade, five minutes walk from the station, every 
Wednesday. 

MORE MODEL RAILWAY INTEREST IN THE AUTUMN STEAM GALA 

Watchet station will be holding another sale of model railway equipment to raise 
funds for the station on Saturday October 7th and any donations of stock for sale 
will be welcome. There will also be second-hand models in the cabinet at 
Dunster station. New models will be found at Bishops Lydeard station shop and 
also at the Minehead shop. Subject to enough volunteers being available the 
model railway on the top floor of the Gauge Museum at Bishops Lydeard will be 
in action on all four days and the Taunton Model Railway Group, also at BL, will 
welcome visitors on the 6th, 7th and 8th. 

 

WEST SOMERSET RAILWAY WAGON RESTORATION GROUP FORMED 

Following a successful first meeting on 15 June 2017, Dave Horton, WSR's Head 
of Mechanical Engineering has confirmed Peter Chilcott has kindly volunteered 
to act as Project Leader. Group activity will initially focus on the SR/WD brake 
van no 49017, work on which has already started, followed by a repaint of the two 
WD opens already marshalled in the Heritage Goods train. The ex-SR/WD 
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generator van is also intended to return to the consist. It was agreed at the first 
meeting that the long-term aim is to create two distinct trainsets - (1) a GWR 
heritage train, using predominantly 813 Fund vehicles, and (2) a 'military train' 
using the many ex-WD wagons on or about the Railway. 

Peter Chilcott will develop a longer-term restoration plan, in conjunction with 
Nick Baxter of the 813 Fund. New volunteers to assist with the work are always 
welcome - please contact Peter Chilcott at peter.chilcott@hotmail.com. 

Future PTS courses Information as 26/06/2017 

When applying to join a course, please supply: 

* A postal address to which material can be sent before the course, and a PTS 
card sent after the course. 

* A contact phone number for small problems with test answers, and for sudden 
changes of date, time or venue. 

* An e-mail address for minor pre-course information and less sudden changes 
of date, time or venue. 

Courses can be arranged for groups or departments on other dates than those 
listed. 

To book a course, please e-mail Rhiannon Powis at training@wsrail.net. If you 
have no e-mail, but not 

otherwise, please telephone Rhiannon on 07766 306 624 during office hours 
only. 

General - All comers 

Spaces 15 July 2017 Ash Priors Village Hall 10:00  

Spaces 26 August 2017 Ash Priors Village Hall 10:00  

Spaces 16 September 2017 Bishops Lydeard Station Farm 10:00  

Spaces 23 September 2017 Minehead Training Room 10:00  

Spaces 07 October 2017 Minehead Training Room 10:00  

Spaces 18 November 2017 Minehead Training Room 10:00  

BOOKING THE BISHOPS LYDEARD MEETING ROOMS 
 
Until further notice, any personnel wishing to book the 'new' Bishops Lydeard 
(BL) Meeting Room, situated in the BL Station Farm complex behind the main 
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station building on Platform 1, are requested to contact the Admin Office at 
Minehead who will maintain a register for that purpose.   
  
The Admin Office's contact details are:-  

 Tel: - 01643 700408 
 email:- admin@wsrail.net 

The room key can be collected at either the WSRA Office or Station Mess Room 
situated on BL platform 1. 
  
S Jervis 
for General Manager 
 
FIRST AID BOXES 
 
Staff at all stations are requested to check the contents of their First Aid boxes 
regularly and advise their Station Master or better still, Steve Jervis of any 
depletions. 

Steve can be contacted at:- 

email:    stephen.jervis@wsrail.net 

telno:     01643 700403 
  
Thanks and regards 
  
Stephen Jervis 
Infrastructure Engineering Department Report  
 

Career Opportunities: 
Mechanical Engineering Department  

 
There are exciting opportunities for suitably qualified and experienced 
people to join the growing, dynamic Mechanical Engineering team at 
the West Somerset Railway (WSR), one of the foremost tourist 
attractions in the South West and in the premier league of UK heritage 
railways. 
 
Lead Engineer – Locomotives [LEL] 
 
Reporting directly to the Head of Mechanical Engineering (HoME), as 
Lead Engineer you will head up a team of fitters and maintenance 
assistants, artisan staff and volunteers in the delivery of the WSR steam 
locomotive fleet; and management of the workshops. 

With responsibility for planning, supervising and undertaking of steam 
locomotive repairs and overhauls, this role will suit a person with a 
highly practical and project-orientated approach. Prior steam 
locomotive experience is essential. 

mailto:admin@wsrail.net
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The Lead Engineer will also deputise for the HoME in his absence. 

Maintenance Team Leader [MTL] 

Reporting to the Lead Engineer for Locomotives, you will head up a 
team of 4 x maintenance assistants in the day-to-day maintenance of 
the WSR steam locomotive fleet. 

With responsibility for planning, supervising and undertaking of routine 
maintenance on the operational fleet, this role will suit a person with a 
highly practical and organised approach. Prior steam locomotive 
experience is essential.  

Lead Engineer – DMU and Diesel Plant [LED] 

Reporting directly to the Head of Mechanical Engineering (HoME), as 
Lead Engineer you will head up a team of volunteers in delivering the 
line’s heritage Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU). 

With responsibility for planning, supervising and undertaking of daily 
maintenance, repairs and overhauls, this role will suit somebody with a 
highly practical and project-orientated approach. Prior DMU or diesel 
plant experience is essential.  

The successful candidate will also have a key role to play in the 
development of Williton as the line’s future base for DMU maintenance. 

Applicants for these posts must have a keen appreciation of Health and 
Safety regulations and Heritage Railway Association guidelines, be 
familiar with the operating railway environment, and be comfortable 
working alongside both paid and volunteer staff in a professional, 
positive manner, committed to continuous personal improvement and 
development of others. 

To apply:  

These are permanent posts within the revised Department organisation 
structure – LEL &MTL are full time (40 hrs per week) LED is part time 
(24hrs per week). An element of weekend, early morning and late 
evening work may be required, depending on operational necessity.  

We offer a competitive salary and company benefits including a non-
contributory pension scheme. 

If you would like to find out more about the posts please contact David 
Horton, Head of Mechanical Engineering, by emailing home@wsrail.net   

mailto:home@wsrail.net
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Visit hr@wsrail.net for a candidate package. Completed application 
forms should be sent to the HR Department at WSR, The Railway 
Station, Minehead TA24 5BG, under confidential cover, quoting post 
reference shown above by not later than 11 August . Interviews will be 
held shortly thereafter.    

 UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
Lynton and Lynmouth Explorer 28th July, 4th,11th ,18th ,25th August, 1st 

September 2017  
Steam and Cream  21st July, 1st September, 15th September 

2017 
Cheese and Cider 21st July, 1st September, 15th September 

2017 
Murder Mystery 15th July, 28th October, 9th December 

2017  
Steam Fayre and Vintage Vehicle Rally  5th and 6th August 2017 
Dunster Castle Express  Every Wednesday and Saturday 

excluding special  event days marked 
purple on our timetable.  

Hestercombe Express Every Wednesday and Saturday 
excluding special  event days marked 
purple on our timetable. 

Late Summer Weekend  2nd and 3rd September 2017  
Flying Scotsman  From 5th September  
 Autumn Steam Gala 5th – 8th August 2017  
 
 

 

mailto:hr@wsrail.net
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